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Reportedly, the Senate Foreign -Re- 
lations Committee is considering an 
investigation of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency’s impact on foreign 
policy. 

Such an investigation, if conducted 
with proper attention to security safe- 
guards, could prove highly beneficial. 

The role of the CIA has never been 
clarified too well in the minds of 
many Americans. Its appropriations 
hidden among other departmental re- 
quests, its agents, of necessity, face- 
less except when engaged in the most 
routine information-gathering tests, 
the CIA has become a legend — and 
a somewhat muddy-colorcd one at 
that. 

About all that is known for certain 
is thqt the CIA, through its director, 
is answerable to the President. The 
White House, and the CIA have said 


Prove Useful 

repeatedly that the CIA does not for- 
mulate policy but executes it under 
direction of the President. 1 

Hopefully, this is the full and literal 
truth. 

The secrecy vv h i c h cloaks CIA 
.activities, however;, makes it irnpos - 1 
sible for most members of Congress 
and virtually all of the American peo-.' 
pie' to know whether the organiza- . 
tional ideal is being ^put into practice 
on a day-to-day basis. 

The Constitution gives the Senate 
the power, and the responsibility, . 
jointly with the President, to conduct 
t h e nation’s foreign affairs. It is, : 
therefore, fitting that the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee should seek 
to determine the impact of the CIA 
hi this area. 

Let the probe begin. : 



Approved For Release 2004/01/16 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500030059-3 



